
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

e-Newsletter 

 

Spring 2020 

In this issue 

• Introduction 

• River programme 

• Staff village 

• Covid relaxations 

• Obituary to Peter White 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 

Like autumn, spring is a very pleasant time here. The ambient 

temperatures get up to the low 30’s during the day and the night time 

temperatures are cool but comfortable. The latter half of our spring was 

marked with good rains. For the most part the rainfall fell well. There 

were a few heavy downpours that dirtied the rivers for a few days but 

they cleared up quickly. Indeed, some of the fishermen enjoyed the 

slightly turbid waters. Good catches have been made, including brown 

trout. Compared to this time last year, the river levels are looking good 

and we hope that there will be good rains this coming summer. 

The patches of veld and the firebreaks that we burnt earlier in the year 

have recovered beautifully and are looking lush. Wildlife have flocked to 

these patches to enjoy the green flush. The migrant birds have returned 

and true to the nature of our position within a migratory pathway there 

have been some “unusuals” spotted. One of these was a lone female 

Knob- billed Duck. Fairly common in the lowveld during the summer 

months she must have just been passing by and could not resist stopping 

by at K9 for a short rest. 

We were all very sad to hear of the passing of Peter White, who had a 

share at Rainbow Rivers (unit 17). Charles Stewart has kindly written an 

obituary for Peter. With Peter’s passing his share passed on to Colin 

Gordon and his wife Natalie. We look forward to meeting the Gordons 

soon. 

Jimmy took up the challenging project of rehabilitating the borrow pit 

wall at K33. It is a demanding project but of course Jimmy, Caswell and 

Nevermind put a lot of energy and effort into “greening” the space.  

We have said goodbye to the old white Land Cruiser. She served the 

estate well for nearly 20 years, which in these conditions is testament to 

the strength and durability of these vehicles. We anticipate that we will 

take delivery of the new Land Cruiser within the first week or two of 

December. In time for the festive period.  

We are fortunate that at the time of writing we have not had any known 

cases of Covid-19 within our staff ranks. Housekeeper protocols will be 

relaxed for the festive period but we wish to remain vigilant in the 

coming months. 

Donald MacCrimmon    
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River programme 

During the time of writing for the Winter newsletter the team was still busy with K10. At times we were unsure whether we 

would finish the job due to the amount of water in the pool. Using both the sludge pump and the TLB we succeeded and we have 

now cleared another old pool of reeds and silt. The photos below were shown at the recent AGM. After finishing the work inside 

the pool, the team then planted grass on the verge to help with the recovery of the river bank. After working at K10 the sludge 

pump was then moved up to the top of the Majubane where it worked at M35 for a period. The pump was able to remove most of 

the soft silt from the pool. After M35 it worked at M27 for a few days.  M27 was one of the pools that we cleared out last year 

with the TLB. There was a small silt build up in the pool and so while the pump was at the top end of the Majubane we took the 

opportunity to conduct some “upkeep” work. Going into the December period we will do less work with the pump on the rivers, 

so as not to disturb the fisher folk.  

The team did some maintenance work to the river bridges as well this spring, replacing broken planks with latte. This exercise 

has been carried out on several occasions as we find that the old planks are rotting very quickly. Some of the latte have been in 

place now for over a year and are still looking very strong and fit for purpose. While walking on the river bridges please be 

careful and keep a look out for fragile planks. In the next couple of weeks, the team will continue with the replacement 

programme. After our extensive bush clearing programme on the rivers during the winter we returned to the Whisky river and 

removed many of the stumps of the trees and bushes we had cut out. The stumps were an eye sore but we were careful and did 

not remove the stumps that were on the crest of the river bank. Removing these stumps would temporarily weaken the soil in this 

sensitive zone and allow for erosion.  

As mentioned in the introduction Jimmy has taken up the rehabilitation project at the borrow pit wall of K33. Jimmy, Caswell 

and Nevermind dug small pits into the face of the wall, built small retaining walls for each pit and then placed grass seeds into 

the pit. The seeds sown are known as “ouland gras”. It is a special variety that is proven to germinate and survive in tough 

environments and it is a variety that is local to Mpumalanga. Jimmy has planted a willow truncheon to screen the wall and more 

of these will follow. I am sure that within a few seasons the wall will look well vegetated. The new course of the river from the 

spillway of K33 has also made a remarkable recovery and one could be forgiven for thinking that it is the natural course. The 

wall of the coffer dam for K33 has really benefited from the spring rains. In autumn we harvested seeds from grasses growing in 

the nearby veld and spread them on to topsoil that we had put on the wall. Over the topsoil and seeds we then placed a soil saver 

cover. The soil saver has been used in various places on the farm and it works very well at protecting sensitive top soils from 

rainfall. It is made from a degradable product, so in time it will disappear and protective layer of vegetation will have 

established. What is growing now is a combination of the seed bank that was in the topsoil and the seeds that we had collected 

and placed.  

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1. This photo was taken in July 2018 prior to the 

large fire that swept through the estate and burnt everything 

in view. The reed bed covered the whole pool at this stage. 

Figure 2. The result after spraying and clearing the reeds, 

diverting the river and clearing the silt bed out with the TLB 

and the sludge pump.  
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Figure 3. The new course that the river 

takes after the spillway of K33. This 

photo was taken in October 2019 and 

still shows a lot of exposed earth. 

Figure 4. This photo shows a well 

recovered water course. Taken just 

over a year later than figure 3.  

Figure 5. The wall of the coffer dam 

upstream from K33. Recovering 

beautifully! 

Figure 6. Jimmy hard at work on the 

borrow pit wall of K33 preparing the 

holes for the seeds. 

Figure 7. A wild grass tuft transplanted 

into one of the holes. 

Figure 8. One of the holes where 

seed was planted. The shoots are 

very small but there has been a very 

good rate of germination. 

Figure 9. Sibusiso at work replacing broken planks with latte on the bridge at the 

confluence of the Whisky and Kliprots rivers. We are replacing all the planks 

that are broken as well as planks that may give within the next few months. It is 

still advisable to exercise caution when using the bridges. Another change that 

we have made is fixing the latte with screws instead of nails. The screws will 

make it easier in the future to replace the latte and they are better at securing the 

latte to the main pole. 
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Staff village upgrades 

The end of the ablution facility project is in sight now. It is only a matter of the finishing touches. There are many 

advantages to doing a self-build with a two-man team but speed is not one of them. Most construction projects have teams 

or sub- contractors who specialise in certain trades. Skill and speed go together because the tradesman has honed his craft 

in his respective field. A brick layer only lays bricks and a roofing contractor only works on roofs. Our team, of Alphios 

and Oupa, have done everything besides the electrics, plumbing and tiling. They have bought into the project whole- 

heartedly and are very proud of their achievement. In the end the staff are going to have a superb facility that ensures their 

privacy and dignity. After this project is complete our mid-term objective is to complete the laundry facility. Long term 

ambitions for the village are to keep improving the safety and comfort of the village residents while reducing the main 

line electricity consumption. Smaller maintenance issues such as roof repairs and leaks are ongoing.  

 

            

 

 

 

            

 

 

 

 

Figure 10. The ablution facility as seen from the front in the 

winter newsletter. 

Figure 11. The rock cladding, which takes an artist’s touch is 

complete. The covered paving in front of the building is a 

new addition and was not part of the previous ablution 

facility. 

Figure 12. The back of the facility as shown in the winter 

newsletter. 

Figure 13. Complete with rock cladding. 
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Covid-19 relaxations over the festive 

period 

We are thankful that there have been no known cases 

of Covid-19 to date with any of our staff. Members 

that have caught Covid-19 have fortunately had mild 

cases and all recovered. With rules related to Covid-19 

relaxing across the board over the country we have 

decided to relax some of our regulations as well. 

Housekeepers will now be permitted to work in the 

houses while members are in. Housekeepers will be 

reminded to still wear their masks and sanitise 

frequently. The office will be open to members to use. 

There is a bottle of hand sanitizer on the table outside, 

so please make use of that. Try not to congest the 

office space. If there are people inside the office then 

please do your messaging outside. Note that there is 

no longer a book to record the phone calls that you 

make from the office phone. The hatchery is open to 

walk around but please wear a mask if you come into 

close contact with any of the staff. If you do 

experience Covid-19 symptoms while on the farm or 

just after your visit inform management so that we can 

observe staff who may have had contact with you 

during your stay. We will continue with the system of 

the indemnity form been handed in at the office and 

the gate will remain a cashless system.  

We are very excited to see everyone who will be 

coming down over the festive period and we wish 

those members that we won’t see a very happy and 

safe time with family.  

 

 

Obituary to Peter White 

It was with great sadness to me that my friend Peter 

White of Rainbow Rivers passed away this November 

after a long illness. Peter was a long-standing member of 

Finsbury and he was exceptionally fond of the farm and 

the surrounding area. He was born in Pilgrims Rest 

where his father was a Surveyor on the gold mine. His 

playground as a child was the surrounding mountains, 

valleys, waterfalls and rivers. As a child his father had 

the piscatorial rights on the Spekboom river and together 

with him and his brother they spent many weekends 

camped on the banks near the current Rivendell. He 

would tell of many a hard and pleasant days fishing with 

only a fish or two between them at the end of the day for 

supper. Peter was highly successful in all of his 

endeavours. He was instrumental in the motivating, 

testing and procurement of the sludge pump at Finsbury. 

After the disastrous floods of 2012, Peter and his team 

immediately restored the electricity to the staff village 

and ensured that a permanent solution to the washing 

away of the cable to the village was found. I was 

privileged to have been with Peter on the farm two 

weeks before he died and although handicapped and 

weak, he was absolutely determined to catch a fish, 

which he did. His delight was palpable. Peter will be 

sorely missed by his family and many friends. 

Charles Stewart 

Jackpot Cottage 

 

 


