
Introduction 

It was a cold winter at Finsbury. Certainly, the coldest for the past three 
years. The official closing date for winter has gone and yet cold 
conditions persist with a cold front. The average morning water 
temperature measured over June, July and August was 8.48oC, compared 
to the averages for the same period in 2017 (10.44oC), 2018 (10.45oC) 
and 2019 (9.65oC). Ambient temperatures plummeted well below zero 
on several occasions resulting in frozen water pipes (some bursting) and 
were generally very cold. 

Even though life is not quite back to normal on the estate, it has been 
wonderful to see fisherfolk on the waters and hear children’s laughter as 
they enjoy the outdoors.  Up until now the protocols that are in place 
have kept staff and members safe from covid-19 on the estate. The effort 
from the board in making sure our “firebreaks” are in place have been 
exemplary. A special thank you to Val Beaumont who took considerable 
time and effort to source quality disinfectants and sanitizers in bulk for 
the farm and the houses. Val went one step further and spent an afternoon 
with the housekeepers in training them to use the products efficiently in 
the houses. Despite the disruptions the team have done some wonderful 
work and the estate is looking really good. There have been less large-
scale workings on the river compared to previous years, which has 
allowed us to do more selective clearing on the riverine vegetation. Work 
on the village upgrade continued and the hatchery had a very good 
stripping season.  

I look forward to seeing you here soon. 

Donald MacCrimmon 
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Winter workings 
The focus this winter has been on the riverine vegetation. The team selectively cleared and pruned vegetation at fishing 
pools on each river. It has been done very carefully to ensure that the integrity of the river banks is upheld so that they 
do not erode away. Trees that were cleared have all been of the common varieties (ouhout, shiny leaf and curry bush), 
exceptional specimens of the common varieties were either pruned or left alone. The control of phragmites reeds 
continued. Careful application of herbicide was used at SPK12 where the reed bed had covered both the north and 
south banks of the Spekboom river. The reeds here were very tall and so the conventional method of spraying the 
herbicide on with knapsack sprayers was not used. A cut stump application method was applied. The reeds were cut 
and then an amount of herbicide carefully inserted by syringe into the exposed reed stump. Time consuming work but 
it ensured the responsible and safe use of herbicide. The sludge pump has been in operation at K10. Initially the plan 
was to divert the river away from the pool to allow the TLB access into the pool. However, there is a large volume of 
ground water welling up into the pool, which forced us to alter our plans. The pump is continuing to remove the silt 
and reed roots from the pool. The outflow from the pump then takes the silt laden water up the slope to the south of 
the Kliprots river where it is deposited in a large old mining hole. Once completed this pool is going to be very attractive 
and offer some exciting fishing. There will still be a reed bed on the bank of the river, which will offer the birders the 
opportunity of observing reed inhabiting bird species such as reed warblers and thick billed weavers. 
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Staff village upgrades 

The new bathroom cubicles are coming along 
beautifully. Progress has been slow at times but attention 
to detail, quality control and structural integrity have 
been paramount in our approach to this project. The 
majority of the plumbing and electrical work, done by 
outside contractors is now complete. This will allow our 
team to conduct the finishes. Alphios, a key member of 
our field team has done all the building work with 
assistance from Oupa. Alphios’s skills have really come 
to the fore with this build. Even though Alphios is skilled 
at building with bricks his true mastery comes with rock 
cladding work. The photos below show the building’s 
brick work, which will be clad in rock. Two 300L solar 
geysers will be mounted onto the roof of the building to 
supply the bathrooms as well as a laundry room with hot 
water. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Patch mosaic burns, firebreaks and 
current source of firewood 

After witnessing the ferocity of the fire that swept 
through the estate in August 2018, it was decided to take 
a proactive approach to fire prevention and habitat 
maintenance rather than having a fire suppression 
approach. Jimmy has led the way in developing, 
planning and executing the patch mosaic burning 
regime. Jimmy has written about it in previous blogs, but 
the basic principle behind this type of burning is to burn 
many small blocks in late summer while there is still 
moisture in the soil as opposed to large runaway fires in 
the dry season. This regime is a win-win for us and the 
grasslands. It simulates natural conditions where fires 
would have started from lightning strikes and burnt out 
relatively quickly. Patches burnt this year were in the 
Steenkamps and Majubane valleys where the big fire did 
not burn. In addition to these patch burns we burnt new 
firebreaks in the Kliprots valley. The firebreaks are 
discontinuous along the length of the valley between the 
road and the river. These breaks will be burnt on an 
annual basis. The locations of these breaks were chosen 
specifically as it was in these places where the 2018 fire 
crossed the Kliprots valley from north to south. By 
burning these breaks on an annual basis we will control 
the vegetation that grows. Regular fires over successive 
years will promote a more open grassland environment 
as opposed to dense ouhout thickets. The firewood 
harvested this year is cut from dead ouhout and blue bush 
trees in these breaks. This source of firewood burns 
quickly compared to wattle but it is abundant and due to 
the effective control of wattle over the years on Finsbury 
there are no easily accessible adult wattle trees to harvest 
on Finsbury. 
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Communication details 
Please take note of the following details regarding communication with the estate. 

Email : 
  
Don MacCrimmon : don@finsbury.co.za 
Anne MacCrimmon: anne@finsbury.co.za 
Jimmy Whatmore: jimmy@finsbury.co.za 
  
Landlines: 
  
Office: 087 150 0807 or 013 235 4024 
Manager’s residence: 087 809 3613 or 013 235 1134  
  
Cell numbers: 
  
Don MacCrimmon: 063 012 2313 
Anne MacCrimmon: 073 443 4226 
  
Email is the most reliable way to contact us. If you are trying to phone and do not get through on the landline numbers, 
please contact us via WhatsApp on one of the cell phone numbers. 
 

Drone policy 
In 2017 an interim policy on drone flying was established by the board. By and large this document has ensured that 
drones are enjoyed on the estate by members in a responsible and ethical manner.  If you are unfamiliar with the policy 
then here is a quick summary of the protocols. Members are please to ensure that their nominated users and guests are 
familiar with these:  

• It is the sole responsibility of members to ensure that the operator of a drone is capable to fly the same safely 
and competently and in accordance with the spirit and framework described below.  

• The flying of drones is not allowed between occupied units.   
• Flying of drones is allowed between unoccupied units, but not beyond.  
• No flying of drones over any occupied unit or common areas, such as the office, hatchery, staff village etc. or in 

the flight path of helicopters.  
• Flying of drones in the Southern Valley is allowed, provided all members present in the valley are in agreement.  
• Flying of drones on mountain walks is allowed, provided all Finsbury members on the walk are in agreement.  
• Drones are not to be used for commercial gain without prior written permission of the Board.  
• Members who through the use of drones, capture images that could interfere with others’ privacy shall 

immediately delete the same. 
 

 

 


