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Introduction
After a delayed start to the rainy season it is only now, in
the latter half of summer, that the rivers are full and flowing
beautifully. At the time of writing (mid February) 524mm
has fallen. Usually by the end of February there should be
on average 700mm of rain for the season. There have been
some powerful, but not heavily destructive storms. The
photo below on the left was taken by Rosa Leigh and shows
the Steenkamps river in spate after a downpour on the 4th
January. 52mm fell within a very short period.
Despite the low water levels in December there was still
some good fishing to be had. Included in the section of
outdoor activities are some contributions from members and
their guests of their fishing experiences as well as other
adventures they had over the festive period.
Continuing with our program of upgrades in the staff
village, we replaced four of the old donkey boilers with new
solar geysers. Another exciting development is that we have
begun work on the new communal ablution facility. The old
building has been demolished to make way for the upgrade.
The Miner’s Cottage has also received an upgrade, which
has improved the experience of sleeping in the Cottage.
Over the festive season members very generously donated
books and items for knitting. The library is still a work in
progress, but we have had our first knitting get together.
Thank you from all of us for your thoughtful generosity.
Don, Anne & Rose MacCrimmon
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Outdoor activities over the festive period
A frequently heard comment over December was how low the rivers were. And indeed they were. The
Kliprots in particular was very low and the pools that traditionally dry up in the winter season remained
empty until the end of December. A well-received change on the fishing waters was the addition of more
Catch and Release pools. In addition to K9 and K33 are K32, SPK2, SPK3, SPK4 and SPK5. These pools
will remain Catch and Release until further notice. Despite the low levels there was still some very good
fishing. I asked a few members and their guests to share their experiences and photos. As the comments
below illustrate, some folks did not even set their rods up and go fishing as they found other worthy
pursuits to keep them busy. Thank you to everyone who did contribute. If you would like to share your
photos of fishing or any outdoor experiences then please send your photos through and we will put them on
the Finsbury website for all to see.

“I have been coming to Finsbury for nearly 30 years and spending a full week over December - this was one of the
best times I have had. With children, friends and a new puppy we took the time to do many of the “other” activities
that Finsbury has to offer apart from fishing and some of the highlights included:
•
•
•
•
•

The Mabujane waterfall walk to the spectacular waterfall
The Olinia hike, the shorter loop near the Kestrel trail
A birding walk with Jimmy where we saw some incredible lifers including the White Star Robin, Orange
Ground Thrush, Blue Mantle Crested Fly Catcher and Bush Black Cap
Sundowners at the Sundowner spot at Southern valley
The kids had loads of fun riding bikes through the puddles after the thunder storms

After all of these activities, I must say that the fishing was still a highlight. I think that the fishing at Finsbury is up
there with the best it has ever been. I fished the new K33 dam and had some really great fishing in the evening on a
dry fly - they were loving a R.A.B and I was getting a take on nearly every cast. Fishing upstream from Whisky W6
always produces results on a small nymph such as a Brassie or a Hare’s Ear Nymph and I had some great fishing
here with my 5-year-old daughter Charlie helping me land a 1 kg rainbow. The best fish of the week came out of the
Spekboom. I have not fished this river for a while and walking from the big grass parking lot I imagined that this must
certainly be some of the most beautiful trout river in the country. The water was slightly brown and I was not
optimistic but the trout could not leave a Bead Head Woolly Bugger alone. A fishing highlight for me was both of my
boys Jack and Luke hooking up a “double” in SPK8 and each landing beautiful rainbows of 1.6kgs and 1.7kgs at the
same time. After this excitement, the boys decided to go home and I took advantage of fishing the Spekboom in
solitude. I landed at least 10 trout of over 1 kg with the biggest being approximately 2kgs, a rainbow that stripped my
line nearly to the backing. Fishing stories aside this was a really great morning of fishing.”

Justin Naylor staying at Cochy-Y-Bondhu

“During our recent trip to Finsbury I spent most of my time mountain biking, running and hiking as well as
birdwatching and going on game drives. Finsbury has improved significantly in recent years when it comes to
providing scope for these types of activities - the team at Finsbury needs to be commended for enabling this situation.
As a result, I did practically no fishing.”

Anton Jooste staying at Cochy-Y-Bondhu
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The photos below were taken by the Steyn family from Finsbury House. Simon in the hatchery made sure that the
children were safe while providing him with a helping hand and having lots of fun at the same time. Shiela Starling
held a Christmas service on Christmas Eve at Highland Run.
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“Finsbury is a place that holds a very special place in my heart, and over the past few decades is a place the Beaumont family
have invited me and my family regularly. This past December I was very fortunate to, once again be invited by the Beaumont
family to holiday with them. Being an avid amateur fishermen (read 10/10 for enthusiasm; 3/10 for skill!) I embarked on my
fishing exploits on the Kliprots and Whiskey rivers with great gusto. In the past the fishing has always been good with the average
size fish weighing in at around 600g. This time however Don and his team had obviously done a lot of work, improving the fishability (I'm sure this isn't in the oxford English) of not only the bigger weirs but also the rivers as well. I had a fabulous 5 days
fishing all over the farm, and was richly rewarded with some great catches. The average size of the fish I caught must have been
close to the 1kg mark which made for some fantastic fights and a great deal of fun.
The catch of the weekend was a large 1,5kg rainbow female caught in S5 from the main roadside of the dam at around 08h30.
The weather conditions were overcast but humid. I used a black red-eyed damsel using an intermediate sinking line, and bought it
in over a shallow just before a drop off. The fish took the fly just as it dropped into deeper water and gave a good 10 min fight. It
was exhilarating and wonderful to see some monsters lurking in some of the other, less fished, pools. Well done Don and your
team for returning Finsbury to a place where monsters still live!
Thank you again to the Beaumont's for your exceptionally kind hospitality, I always love my trips to Finsbury, and this was no
exception. I hope to be back in the future to catch more of the monsters that are no doubt still out there; tight lines.”

Giles Maynard staying at Cochy-Y-Bondhu

Photo taken by Lucinda Nicholson from
Kliprots Creek.

Photo taken by Brenda Campbell from
Rainbow Rivers
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Staff Village
The new solar geysers have been well received by the staff in the village. In addition to harnessing the power of the
sun we have drastically reduced the consumption of our firewood stocks. The old donkey boilers served the village
very well for many years but they were showing signs of age and were becoming high maintenance items. The new
solar geysers also allow the staff a little bit of extra time off in the evening instead of tending to fires.

It was extremely gratifying to see the old communal ablution facility knocked down! The old facility was in dire
need of a complete upgrade. It was not worth trying to renovate what was there, so it was decided to knock the
building to the ground and start from scratch. This gives us the opportunity to enhance the facility to serve the staff
best. In 2018 we constructed new rooms with bathroom cubicles. Each cubicle contains a shower, toilet and basin.
We are using the same cubicle concept in the plans for the new ablution facility. We have also decided that we will
construct the facility using our own staff. The plumbing and electrical work will be done by outside contractors.
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Miners Cottage
It has always been a magical experience sleeping in the Miner’s Cottage. Hearing the wind blow over the tin roof at
night and waking up to watch the sun rising over the mountains are clear memories that I have of sleeping there.
Another clear memory for those who have slept in the cottage and not such a pleasant memory will be of the smoky
fireplace! Fires would be made to prepare food and then be quickly doused, while doors and windows would be
opened to allow the smoke to vacate. Those days are now thankfully over. With the installation of an old Jetmaster
fireplace (donated from The Crofts), the smoky factor has gone. The Jetmaster has been fitted with a braai grid so that
you can braai your food and once you have finished braaing, the grid can be taken out and a warming fire can be
made. There were also some structural jobs on the building that needed to be done. The rock cladding on the outside
of the chimney had fallen down many years ago and some of the roof sheeting had torn. Alphios has expertly re-clad
the chimney with rock and replaced the torn roof sheeting. The major repairs are now complete and what remains are
just some minor improvements. We hope that the Cottage will now be used regularly, if you would like to use it please
email us in advance and we will make sure it is prepared. All you need to take is a sleeping bag, food and drink,
everything else is already there.
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Knitting at Finsbury
In December 2019 we sent out an appeal requesting donations from members of wool and needles for crochet and
knitting work. The generosity of the Finsbury members has been fantastic. On Saturday 15 February we held an
informal get together with any housekeepers that were interested. It was held at our house and the idea behind it was
to share skills, knowledge and all the items that were donated by members. It was a resounding success. My mother,
Kath Vincent and her friend Penny Boden stayed with us and led the group. Penny is involved in various
knitting/crochet groups in the Lowveld and was an inspiring and patient teacher. The ladies arrived at 3pm and their
skill levels ranged from familiar to absolute beginner. They were focused and keen to learn and were producing
beautiful work within a short space of time. The afternoon’s activities were so enjoyable and consuming that we only
had our tea break as the sun was setting. The gratitude and positivity expressed by the housekeepers was
overwhelming and that evening they all got together in the village TV room after supper and continued to work
together. The generosity of the Finsbury members has afforded the ladies an opportunity to learn an invaluable skill
and we thank you for this. We would really like to keep this positive initiative going and if there are any members who
would like to make further donations please contact me on anne@finsbury.co.za.
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