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With the spring equinox having fallen on the 23rd 
September, we are already midway through our spring 
period. Even though dry conditions and low water 
levels mark this time of year there is still a sense of 
renewal in the air. Many of the deciduous trees have 
regained their leaves and the show of green on these 
trees reminds one of the lush green landscapes to look 
forward to once the rains arrive. Already, some of the 
migrant bird species are returning and one can watch 
the small white throated swallows building their nests 
on the cliff faces next to the rivers.  

There are reports that this year’s rainfall is going to be 
favorable. After a year of recovery from the fire the 
veld is certainly better equipped to deal with the 
summer thunderstorms, and we anticipate that soil 
runoff and silt build up in the river should be less than 
the last rainy season. 

As we approach the end of the dry season the team is 
starting to finish off our winter program. There have 
been three big projects undertaken this winter. One on 
the Spekboom, one on the Majubane and one on the 
Kliprots.  

Since the last newsletter we have welcomed a new 
family to the estate. The Andersons have bought a 
share from Cathy Ririe at Kingfisher Lodge (Unit 6).  

Don, Anne & Rose MacCrimmon 
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Winter program 
The three big projects undertaken this winter have kept the team busy. It has been heavy work, but with the help of 
two temporary laborers we have achieved our winter program objectives. Two of the projects involved removing 
silt and the third was rebuilding a weir, SPK1, which broke in the 2012 flood. Some smaller weirs received 
attention as well; both S8 & S9 were rebuilt at the beginning of the winter program period.  

M27 
The first silt clean out was at M27, which is the pool where the road crosses the Majubane River. The pool was 
drained early on in the dry season and in order to facilitate the drying process of the silt the team dug trenches, 
which allowed the silt bed to dry out. After drying for three months the TLB went in. The TLB was able to clear 
out 85% of the silt; the remaining portion was in an area where the TLB could not drive. This silt was then 
removed by hand with the aid of a conveyor belt as well as the sludge pump. 
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K32 
The second large-scale silt project taken on was K32. This small dam received the brunt of the flood of silted water 
when K33 broke in the 2012 flood. Two years ago we took on this challenge late in the dry season and were 
progressing well until a downpour of rain halted the work. The fire last year in August also caused large quantities of 
silt to wash down in the rainy season. Once again the TLB was able to clear most of the silt. A portion was removed 
by hand with the aid of a conveyor belt. The photos below on the left show before and after, looking at the dam from 
the northeastern side. The photos on the right show the dam from the western side during work and after.  
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SPK1 
The rebuilding of SPK1 is now nearing completion. It has been a big task and so the additional temporary laborers 
have provided welcome support. Lessons were learnt after the old weir broke and so the wall is not as high as its 
predecessor. The wings of the old wall also prevented floodwaters from spreading out, which focused the full might 
of the floods into one area, causing it to break. These wings have therefore reduced in height, to allow the 
floodwaters to dissipate the energy over a wider surface. Once the rains arrive we will waterproof the wall and allow 
the pool to fill up. There are some deep natural pools upstream from the wall, which once filled will provide good 
fishing opportunities. To access this pool, the old pathway on the southern bank of the river will be reopened. 
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Sludge pump 
Besides the three big projects 
in winter, work continued 
with the sludge pump. The 
sludge pump achieved some 
incredible results at K4 and 
M27. The pump also worked 
at K30 and K24. As we sit 
now at the tail end of the dry 
season the water levels in the 
rivers are very low. This has 
meant that we have had to 
stop operating the pump in 
order to not affect our 
hatchery and our 
downstream neighbors. 
Work with the pump will 
resume once the rains return 
and the river levels are 
higher. The photo on the 
right was taken at K4 while 
work was progressing. The 
photo on the left below 
shows a section of K4 before 
work and the photo on the 
right was taken after.  
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Miner’s Cottage Road 
During the previous rainy season there was some damage to the road where the streams intersect the road. To protect 
these crossing points we placed gabion boxes filled with rock to prevent further erosion.  Construction of water humps 
and miter drains on the steeper sections of the road has begun and will continue into the rainy season. This is very 
important work due to the very erosive nature of the local rock and soil. 

Fishing 
 At the beginning of September K33 

was opened for fishing. This dam has 
the deepest water on the estate and so 
fishing a fast sinking line can yield 
good results. Having said that, there 
is a tremendous amount of surface 
feeding activity and fishing a floating 
line with a dry fly along the dam 
margins is a very rewarding 
experience. The dam has held it’s fish 
population very well throughout the 
winter months and the fish are 
growing to good sizes. In order to 
continue utilizing the opportunity of 
good growth in a new dam, K33 will 
be catch and release only. On a visit 
to the dam make sure you walk along 
the northern bank of the dam towards 
the inlet. There you will find a new 
bench made from an old cattle post 
and railway sleeper. 


