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Introduction

Summer has arrived at Finsbury, bringing with it buds, blossom and
welcome warmth. The longer days mean more fishing hours and the
crepuscular hours have brought a new chorus of birdsong.
We have now been at Finsbury for eight months and would like to
thank the board and the members for the warm welcome and the
support we have received. We have settled into our home and have
been made to feel most welcome in this beautiful place. We have
enjoyed getting to know some of the members and look forward to
spending time with those of you we have not yet met.
Anne and I are excited to be bringing this new version of Finsbury’s
e-newsletter to you. In keeping with the theme of nature, we have
decided to produce the e-newsletter on a seasonal basis. From now
on, summer, autumn, winter and spring editions will be produced.
We hope you enjoy this inaugural summer edition.
Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Donald & Anne MacCrimmon

Finsbury House
The progress of rebuilding unit 23 is steady. By the time the builders close for the
festive season, the shell of the house will have been completed. This is really
important, as when they return in January the rains should hopefully be in full
swing. With the shell complete, the interior work should take place without
hindrance. The builders are hoping to be finished by March/April 2018.
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2017 river projects & what is planned
for the summer season
Various river projects have taken place over the past autumn, winter and spring. The field team have sludge
pumped, repacked rock weirs, rebuilt a concrete and gabion weir, cleared excessive overhanging vegetation,
moved silt by hand and by TLB and battled against reed beds. Each of the five rivers has received some
attention.
As river levels rise over the summer months, and riparian vegetation grows, our work focus will shift. The team
will continue working with the sludge pump to deepen the pools and work will be stepped up on riverbank
rehabilitation. River pathways will be diverted away from the rivers in areas where the bank is compromised.
Selective tree cropping and trimming will be done to facilitate fishermen with their casting. Wooden bridges will
be maintained, and we will remove and add bridges where necessary. The amount of rainfall over the summer
months will dictate progress with our summer work and set the stage for our dry season river work.
The challenges to improving our rivers are many, but I am confident that, with the tools at our disposal and the
level of expertise amongst our field team, we will succeed.

Hatchery & River Stocking
This year’s stripping season was most productive. Under the supervision of the
ever-energetic Simon, the hatchery has four raceways full of fry. The mountain
hatchery has also been stocked with fry, ensuring a good supply of fish to stock
in the rivers for years to come. There is one raceway full of trophy trout, which
will be trickle stocked into the rivers over the festive season. Four raceways are
still full of last year’s progeny. These fish are growing into a lovely size now.
The weight of these fish range between 400g and 700g. Over the past eight
months we have stocked the rivers numerous times with a variety of sizes,
ranging from table to trophy. A decision was made to stock our own rivers,
rather than making fish sales, in order to boost the population of both rainbow
and brown trout in our rivers.
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The graph on the right hand side
shows the water temperatures recorded
over the spring period. The average
morning temperature over this period
was 15,13oC, while the average
afternoon temperature was 17,98oC. In
terms of fishing, these temperature
ranges are good. Trout feed optimally
between 12o C & 17o C. As seen on the
graph, there were a few days where the
temperature went over 20o C. On those
days fishermen will find that the fish
are a little bit slower to feed during the
mid-day heat. It is best, then, to fish
early mornings and late afternoons.
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With the warm temperatures brought
on with spring and summer, there has
been a predictable surge in the insect
population. On a warm, late afternoon
walk along the Spekboom river, one
can witness spectacular mayfly
hatches. Fishing at these times, with a
small dry fly, is pure bliss. Fishermen
have also been enjoying great success
with floating lines and beaded nymphs.

As always, your input from the catch
records is very important. The more
data collected, the more accurate our
records will become. Photos of catches
will also be greatly appreciated. You
can send your photos to
don@finsbury.co.za or whatsapp the
photos to 063 0122 313.
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Staff
We are very sad to announce
that Sipho Maphanga, of
unit 9, will be leaving
Finsbury. Sipho has been
with Finsbury for over 25
years. Besides his hard work
at unit 9, Sipho helped many
members with the painting of
their roofs over the years, a
service that will be sorely
missed. Salani kahle Sipho.

With staff moving on, we
have the opportunity to bring
new staff in. I am happy to
welcome two strong, young
men. Sipho’s son Sibusiso
Maphanga and Singobile
Lubisi have both joined the
field team and have already
proven that they are capable
young men, willing to do
hard work. We wish them
both success in their time at
Finsbury.
We also welcome Lindiwe
Mokoena to the post of
housekeeper of unit 19 “The
Crofts”. We hope Lindiwe
has many happy years in her
position.

•

For those of you who will be visiting Finsbury over the summer
months, with your pets, do not forget the threat of biliary.
Biliary is a tick born disease and the tick population is very high
at the moment. The local vet in Lydenburg recommends a
product called Bravecto. Bravecto is a chewable tablet that lasts
for three months and works by killing the ticks as soon as they
latch on.
Please remember to have control of your pets at all times while
outdoors. The threats posed to and from the local wildlife are
numerous.

•

A few members have been very disappointed by the fact that
Milly’s in Dullstroom no longer offer the service of smoking
trout. If anyone knows of an alternative service provider please
let us know.

•

For those adventurous members who plan on sleeping in the
Miner’s Cottage over the festive season, please remember to
book the cottage in advance. This can be done through the
office.

•

Horse riding at Nooitgedacht is still available. If you would like
to book a ride this can be done through Anne. One-day’s notice
is the minimal notice that we need to give Arabel Hunter at
Nooitgedacht.

•

If you have last minute Christmas presents to buy, do not forget
the shop in the office. There are some great Finsbury branded
products that will make ideal gifts.

•

The Finsbury cycling shirts have arrived and are magnificent. If
enough orders are received for a second round of shirts, we will
be able to order more.

•

Lastly, there are two projects in the pipeline that the Finsbury
community can look forward to. Rosa Leigh is currently
working very hard at revamping the Finsbury website. Watch
that space. The second project is a printed version of our fauna
& flora checklists. Jimmy is putting this checklist together with
the aim of having a practical checklist that the keen nature
observer can take into the field.
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