
 

 

Autumn 2018 e-Newsletter 

Introduction 
Autumn has arrived at Finsbury. The sun is rising at 06:30 and setting at 
17:20. The mornings are crisp and cool, the average morning temperature 
is below 10oC and the afternoon temperature does not go beyond 30oC. 
The leaves on the Stinkwood trees in the hatchery have turned yellow 
and are falling.  

The rainy season has come and gone and unfortunately it was not the 
bumper rainy season we had been hoping for. Having said that, it is 
interesting to note that April was the wettest April for the past eight 
years. In April we recorded 137mm, the average for the past eight years 
is 57mm. The total tally for the season is 758mm, the average for the past 
eight years is 903mm. 

The Ririe family have been in our thoughts over the months since 
Ralph’s passing. Ralph’s legacy will live on at Finsbury for many years 
to come.  

We would like to welcome some new members to Finsbury. Mr Lincoln 
Myburgh bought Denys Hayden’s share at U3 (Lone Tree Cottage) 
towards the end of 2017. More recently, in April 2018, Mr David 
Dampier bought a share at U2 (Rainbow Creek) from the Gibsons. We 
wish these new members many happy times enjoying all that Finsbury 
has to offer.  

Over the past year we have learnt that Finsbury Estate is an incredibly 
diverse and dynamic “ecosystem”. It is dynamic in the sense that there 
are many “moving parts”, which constantly require care and attention. 
We rely on old, proven work methods, but we are constantly looking for 
new ways to improve the infrastructure and look after our natural 
heritage. One thing we know for sure, Finsbury truly is a remarkable 
place. 

Donald & Anne MacCrimmon 
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Finsbury House 
It has been a long, frustrating road 
for the members of Finsbury 
House, but they have finally taken 
occupation of their house. The 
modifications and extensions have 
really done the old house justice. 
May the members of Finsbury 
House enjoy many happy years in 
their new house. 

River Works 
As mentioned in the previous newsletter, the work that we do on the rivers 
is largely dictated by the rainfall that we receive in the summer months. 
Fortunately, we did not receive any damaging floods this past rainy season 
and so all our dry season work from last year has held, which puts us on a 
good footing for this year’s dry season work. Besides the usual brush 
cutting work that takes place along the river pathways in the summer, here 
is some other work we have done this year. 

Reed spraying 

A suitable herbicide for the reeds was sourced by 
Ivan Libera. The herbicide used only targets plants 
and no other aquatic organisms. It is a slow acting 
herbicide, so the effect will only be seen later on 
in winter. Late summer is the preferred period to 
spray reeds. Future reed spraying will be 
conducted during this period and, with continued 
follow up sprays, the reeds will be eradicated. 

 

 

Brush clearing 

Historical photographs show that the vegetation along the rivers was less 
dense than it is now. Many fishermen will agree that some of the pools 
have become almost unfishable due to the growth of trees and bushes. The 
field team have begun brush clearing along the Kliprots. So far the weirs 
K20- K30 have been partially cleared. The two photographs above were 
taken at K24, facing downstream from the weir itself. The species of trees 
that are targeted for removal are the common, fast growing and 
encroaching species like Flute Willow, Ouhout and Curry Bush. The 
stumps of the plants that are cut are then treated with a herbicide to prevent 
coppicing. The extent of the overgrowth means that this activity will be 
ongoing and will take some time to get on top of. 

  BEFORE AFTER 

Easter 2018 
The Easter weekend was a 
busy and most enjoyable one. 
Both hikers and cyclists made 
the traditional pilgrimage to the 
brewery and the drizzly 
weather in no way hindered the 
children on their Easter Egg 
hunt. 
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River Works continued… 
Rock packing 

The low amount of rainfall that fell in mid summer 
meant that we were able to continue with some rock 
packing work, which is usually dry season work. The 
team worked on W7, where the wall had partially 
washed away. W7 also has some outlets along the 
length of the pond, which drops the level of water 
considerably during the dry season. After these outlets 
were blocked, the water level picked up and began 
overflowing at the weir. 

Sludge pump 

This year the sludge pump has operated in the 
Steenkamps and Majubane rivers. The focus of the 
work at S6 was to maintain what had previously been 
achieved. After S6 the pump was moved to M1 and 
M2. Good results were achieved at M1. In places 
where the water was only a foot deep, it is now up to 
and over a meter deep. April brought about stripping 
season in the hatchery, which means we cannot risk 
dirtying the water that supplies the hatchery. The 
pump has now been moved to the top of the Kliprots, 
where it will begin work at K35 and then make it’s 
way down the valley and work at each pool along the 
way. 

River paths  

The old section of river pathway between K24 and 
K25 has been reopened. It had been discontinued due 
to the low-lying nature of the pathway, which exposed 
it to seasonal floods. To avoid the pathway being 
eroded away in the future, we have diverted a section 
of it away from the flood line. The new pathway now 
goes through a patch of beautiful indigenous forest, 
which will delight nature enthusiasts.  

This past summer saw the field team cutting the river 
pathways and particularly the grass between the path 
and the river a lot less. The aim of this was to increase 
the protection of the soil on the banks and improve 
cover for fishermen approaching the river. This 
practice has been met with mixed reactions. We have 
therefore cut the grass down in certain areas to help 
fishermen with casting. 
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Hatchery & River Stocking 

The issue of the “Trout Wars” has reared its 
head again. Years ago, an agreement was 
reached between the Department of 
Environmental Affairs (DEA) and the trout 
community, to confine trout within an area of 
historical distribution. The DEA have since 
reneged on the agreement and recently 
proposed listing trout as an invasive species. 
There are various trout legal bodies that are 
contributing to the fight against such a 
motion. Finsbury is a member of FOSAF and 
Mpumalanga Trout Association, which both 
contribute financial assistance to Trout SA. 
Trout SA now falls under the umbrella of Agri 
SA, which will give them a louder voice when 
fighting the proposed legislation. 

Despite the ongoing legal battle, Finsbury has retained 
all the necessary permits for the hatchery and stocking 
into the rivers.  

No matter what the time of year, the hatchery is 
always a busy place. Simon and John continue to 
entertain the members and their guests with activities 
during the holidays and on weekends. Whether it is 
grading different size fish into different raceways, 
feeding, moving fish inside to be stripped of eggs or 
stocking fish into the rivers, it is always exciting! 

Sales of fish have also continued. The reasonthat these 
sales take place is because our hatchery is over 
productive! Each year Simon and John manage to 
produce more fish than what the hatchery can carry. 
For the fish to be able to be grown out to a decent size, 
they need space. The fish sold are, therefore, always 
small fish, the larger fish in the hatchery are retained 
for stocking. 

An additional raceway will be added to the hatchery 
over the course of winter. The reason for this raceway 
is not to be able to retain more fish, but rather to make 
more space for the fish we have. 
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Fishing 

Over the previous months, 
there have been some terrific 
fish caught in the rivers. The 
largest fish caught was 6,6 
lbs!  

Regular counts along the 
rivers ensure that barren 
pools are regularly stocked 
before busy periods on the 
farm. Despite the regular 
stocking, fishermen will 
agree that some pools are 
constantly barren. It is clear 
that some pools are more 
prone to be cleaned out by 
the predators; otters, fish 
eagles, giant kingfishers, 
water mongoose and 
cormorants being the 
culprits! 

Staff 
Over the past year we have learnt that 
amongst all the staff members, six of the 
eleven national languages are spoken! It 
is not uncommon to hear the field team 
conversing with each other in two or 
three languages, while working.  

It is also worth noting that 11 staff 
members out of the 35 have worked at 
Finsbury for over 15 years, 11 have 
worked between 5 and 15 years and 13 
are 5 years and less. This shows a very 
good balance between the different 
categories of staff experience. A healthy 
amount of leadership, experience, 
knowledge and youthful energy. 

When the fire hydrants received their 
annual maintenance, it was decided to 
train new staff with fire awareness and 
safety as well as the usage of fire 
hydrants. Older staff members also 
received refresher courses.  

The short course was very informative 
and practical and was well received by 
all staff. It highlighted the positives of 
training staff, as well as the hunger to 
learn more. More short courses will be 
planned for the future. 

Our thanks go out to all the staff who 
worked over the busy festive and Easter 
holiday periods. 

Miscellaneous  
• Glass recycling 

An initiative collecting glass to be recycled has started 
at Finsbury. Please help us by separating your glass 
bottles in your unit. When dropping refuse off at central, 
you will see a sign in the refuse centre indicating the 
glass drop off point. 

• Firebreaks 
Autumn is the time to burn firebreaks. Apart from the 
traditional firebreaks with Highland Run and 
Troutkloof, a firebreak has been burnt along the loop 
road and the old firebreak next to the Miners Cottage 
will be burnt. 


